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EDITORIALS
I, IHE FUTURS OF THEZ ¥SL

We would like to publicly welcome into our ronle tie meny com-
redes who have joined our ccucus since its foriction just o short
montih ¢-o0. Ve have printed sctotoments Iron come of them 1n thie
issue and ursze ell the comrades of the Left 'iaz to exXprees their
views through the LEFT-VILiG JULLZTIN, (Cee peges 5-C ). This is-
sue of the LWB is evidence of tho brocd neture of our csucus. Ver-
lous eonceptions of re-roupnment end differins estimetlione of the ISL
cnd the SUIP ore exprecsed. Ve Et:nd united on. the fundsnental ia-
E%eannppuEitinn to dliesolution of the movement ead entry into the
or=5DF,

e current lscue of the founr Soelolist Tlevicu contoine en art-
lele by Comrade lorrin-ton, lotionel Chairmen of the ¥Y5LL. In this
erticle he rcices sBome exirenelry serious cherzes. Ve refer our
Tead?E? to the answer of the Chicazo cormrodezs to Comrade llorrington

13. -

For our pert we wica to noke one thin- esbsolutelyr clecr: none
of ue in the Left-Tinc Caucus anve ony iatentlon of eplittin~ the
Y.L or aubverti:' it in enr weyr. We conelder this ciar-e o the
nmart of Comrede Herrsiagton es utter ly irrcenonslble, conin- from a
lecder of our or'cnlzhp*aﬁ, gad GE“_mlﬁl" not one "at 1rill mrooote
e sane ecnd eomrcdelr disecuscion in our renks. It geene to ve tact
1te 2im is qulte the opwocite: 4o push o section of the Yol out of
the orgeanizetion.

Ve stond 1005 opnosed o eny eplit. In clnoct ever- unit of the
YLL across the countiry our conrades of the Left Tin- are workin- to

The LEFT-VING DULLETIY is publiched under the followin; section
of the ¥oL Constitution:
"4rticle seven, section four: Ilinoritr tendenciles or ccucuses may
publish thelr ovm materlcl for interncl cnd externsl distribution,
but they must mele clecr thet these pub1¢chu1aaz do not represcat
the viewrs of the orzenizetlon sz 2 vioke. All national
and loccl mimeorroph and meilin: fhciTities gnell be ooen to such
tendencies or coucuses for uce at cost.

All signed material in this aund all subsequent issues of the
LEFT-VIHG BULLETIY revresen® the views of the indivicducl suthor or
cuthore and » not necessorily the vieve of the Left-Wing Caucue
as ¢ whole., Stotemente or reeolutions thot "offieclally” represent
the views of the Caucus will bLe clearly lebelled zs such. Unsirned
material cnd Zditorisl Statements represent ithe views of the Edit-
oriel Dooard. In enr event it should e elecrly understood tact
nothin- published in the BULLETIL necessc Tily rearescnt* The offle-
izl wviewpoint of the Young Soeclclist Lecrue.

Lddrecs nll coizmnlectione to! YWohliorxth, 305 E. 21 of

= ~ ey

Lot York 10, d.3.



build the YOL.

In Tact the very recson for our bandinz torsether woe to prevent
tae move of the richt wing towards dissolutlon ond entry into the
oZ=uDF. e urce these comrades not to lecve the YoL. Iven if they
choosc to Jjoin the ol-5DF we celr thet ther continue their nenber-
shln In the ¥YoL and not split from it.

We hope thet in the future thie tyne of cacrre and this woy of
conducting & discussion will be abendoned by the richt ving. Ve on
our part vlll heve nothiing to do with it. In order to hel» restore
& comrecely atnosphere to tiie dlscueslon, we asl: Comrade Harrington
to publiely retroct his charces. This we concider his duty cs Hat-
loncl Chelrmen of the vhole ¥SL, including its left wing. e our-
Sclvee will do 211l in our power to preserve and sirencthean the YOL
end prevent cny sort of spnlit frou occurrins. You have i% fron us
1a vriting, comrodec, onad you ecia hold us to our vord.

II. WHAT UZ oAl BY "WIITY 70 o= LEFT"

In her article in the current YOR Comrade Debbie used our slogen
"Unity to the Left" to polke some rentle ridicule ob the Yol Left
Wing. e would be the laet 4o deny Debbie her fun, t the basic
ildec expresczed is o serious one, and should be talken gerlously.

Debbie aslks: "BDut unity to the left of vhom or what? To the
left of the YOLL?" o, comrade, we do not mean wiat you cssume, that
we simply wont to Joln the SU2. Ve are for socialist youth rerroun-
nent, meaning the recroupnent of sociclist youth on the basis of pro-
working eless, pro-soclolist politics. 1hat wve mecn vhen we call
this unity "to the left" is simply this: we wish to unite first of
all with those socialiste who, in the gnectrun of those with wvhorn
unity is concelvaeble, stend furthest to ihic left, "left" bein: de-
fined as »ro-working class, anti-cepitalist, enti-Steolinist. That
is the politicel besle on which ve seelz to regroup Americsn socisl-
ist youth: not on the basis of 2 herd and fast "revolutionarv" pro-
grom, not on the besis of accedtence of the suidonce of gay existing
socialist political orcenization, but in the independent, broad,
goeicliet youth orsenizction, the YLL.

We frankly end olenly orient to those youta vho ere in the droc-
ess of brecking with oStclinisn in the none of resl socizlisn, uho
are a3 opposed to tle pro=-coapitclist nolities of soeial demoecioc)y o8

ney are to the anti=democratic politice of otelinism. Ve believe
that it is possible to bulld o goecialist (note well, socialist, not
soclel-deioeratie) youtl movenent in Anerica today, and we Intend
1o bu%ld such e novenent. That iz vhat we nmecn by "inity to the
~eft,

III. FOQ AL 0PI AND 2UBLIC DISLCULLICN OF TiIT UNITY (UDSTION

Three recent cetione In the YoL could place serious linitotions
on the pcasibility of conducting on open and pnublic dlscussion of



the unity cuestion.

First, the TiC recently received o request, approved unaninously

Dy the Serkeley Uﬂit thaat the pazes of Chellense be onen to articles
opposias the NI unlty proposcl, L1l the econre de’ ravorin~ this

unity on the JAC voted crcinet this reguest cnd 2hue berred Chellenre
to the ninoriiy. 4Lleo by g0 cola- ther rent a“uijsu e ruling of
& il7.el Dodr, uie iIC, vhiel posced o mbdtion in Centenber to cllou

the ninoritr cccess to Cholleon-e.

sSut noet lmportoat of cll, thece corwades vwent oncined tho heele
traditio; of our novement which cclle for onn onen end mblic discus-
sion of the differcaces cnoncet uc., It hios been the hobit in the
peet to ellow discucclone to tole »leece in Chollen~e: nov wthen oo
all-iumoritcat cuesiion is reoised, Involvia; tlie dissolution of our
movenent, theso conradec deniled the ninorit- occeece to Challeci-e.

Following thic IILC neetin- Coirrode ohlforth & ‘nt ¢ rotect to
ell the units of the ¥SL, He ond other comrades of + dlﬂﬂ:lt“
viaen brougiat up the iseue ot the recent .2, ViL aua'-c mectiag
vaere the JAC mejorit: »nersisted in defendinrs ite aacis;on to bor

Chcllenre to the minoritr. In epite of the fcet tliet one Pro-Lr-LDF
uniity comrode puolicl; de¢anged the minorit;'y ri-ht to cecess to
Chellenre e, tue .o York Unit turmed dowm o motion caling the LAC to
reverse lte declsion.

In tlic meontime severcl Hrotects erc sent to the NO Trom other
unite and at the next NAC neetin- the ne joritr reversed iiseli and
opened Chellenre to the ninorluvfa vieve in & linited wey. Ve on-
plaud this atep of tho ILC me ori*y rnd nope thict 1t will lecd to
esteblishins en open ond public debote thot willl be foir to 2ll in
the YoL cnd will remove fron the discuzcion any contentlon on thile
issue.

Ve hope thct with the renercl coasiderction thot the discussion
Mgt be conducted »Hrinaril:r in the YLR oad in the LYUB, the edito:rs
of Chcllenre will %tole o soae ttt tuce tovcrds prinu;:i future dis-

ucclon orticles cad letters. Ve of the ninoriir of course do not
voat in aany vey to inhiblt tie normal functionins of Chcllen~e ond
we feel that this notier coen be vorled out without resorting to o

Ee;ies of detciled notione on the nunber of inches of Epeee Lo he
clvel to vhon eand wvaen,

Secondly, also in cnguver to the requect of the entire Derlkelev
Uni{, the DLC hoe refuscd to »rins o uen“hl in Chollen~e of the
statenent made in Lebor Letion thct th:e Yol sunrorits unitr wiith th
os-0DF.  The Berkeler coiwcdes ginzlr recuestod thaot on thie Jks;c
cuestion =- until suelr tine ~z the menberchin itcelf epeclis -=- this
poeition be referred o co the "droft" op “‘enurtlve nosition of the
LoL. Thue they were ccliin® only for the ecne ri-uts civen in tae
racent debete in tho CZ.

In orcer not to prejudice thie discussion cad not to cive o feolse
iadression to the mublie we of tlie Left-Uing Coucus osk thcs in the
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future the positlon tdonrted by the I12C be lohelled so cs to ncle it
clecr thot the iscue hos not Tel been deelded br the nenbercain.
Thiz seens %o uc to be o ver:r modeet »romocal cnd ian ell foirness

ok

we urce tie conrddes virousaout tie gountir o support us oa vais.

Thirdl:-, we note with re-ret thot tae Jev Tork Zxee ace refused
to allow Comrcocde oallorth to Zive one closc ovt of Tour even taourh
thie three other cleosses vwere ~iven Dy necjoriiy sudrorters cid two
of then were cetuclly usged to attcelk the ninorit-. Lt one ol then
Comrcde pacchtiicn of the Iol 8molle tnd mublicly attocled tiwe leflt-
ring neibers of thc YoL, 7fe consider thls ca wnficterncl cet on the
pert of the IuL ond feel thot 1t coiounts to Interference in tc in-
terncl politiecl life of our orgonizetion, e hone it will not
hannen a-ein.

Fe !

e hope thot anple onportunity will be given for the ninoritr
to nreceat ite vieve in debeotes ond ot publie forums. [Llso e hove
tilt no noves will be node to limit the functionins in toe orsoniza-
tion of menbers of tiec minoriir.

We urce the Jor York comrades to reconsicder tielr cetions. ocnd
cllow menbere of the ninoritr to nertleipote in the education of the
unit. Sueh on arodroceh will strencthen the unity of the YLL and
will lead to cn otnoshaere conduclve for the coatinuction of the
discuaosion.

o T | &

We !mov that the mormbers of the I.L cre dedicated to the brin-
cinlee of interacl demoerger . ond thot fuer will support uc on tiese
oronoccls, (For the communiodtion of Comrade
— 5 Wohlforth regarding the Challenge matter see p. 55.)

00 O o oo o e o o 6 e O o o

FROM OUT OF IHE PAST WHICH SOME FORGET SO EASILY

It seems, moreover, that our "approach" is wrong becauses... it leads to spll ts
prior to the revolution. It would have been better if our theorist(Editor of
the Socialist Call-—ed) of "trotskyism—equals-Stalinism" had remembered the pro-
verb that it is imprudent to speak of a rope in the house of the hanged. Is it
not a fact that before the unmentionable virus of "Trotskyism" entered the body
of the S.P., that Party passed through three splits, carried out in such a
demoralizing way that they resulted neither in mumerical growth or casolidation,
nor in politiecal clarification? And 1s it not also a fact that the Centrists iﬁ
the Socialist Party, who have had but one audibdle war-cry—~"Unity at all costsi’-
bave followed a policy which has left only a broken shell of the old Socialist

Party?

~~Fpom the introduction . To Leon Trotsky's Stal-
inism and Bolghevism written by Max Shachtman
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YSL LEFT=-WING DECLARATION

The Natlonal Executive Committee has adopted a resolution cal-
ling for unity with the Socialist Party-Social Democratic Federa-
tion. This action calls into question the continued existence of
the YSL as an independent organization of revolutionary socilalist
‘3‘01.1 th.,

The NEC resolution states that 1t is for unity on the basis of
the present poliltical program of the SP-SDF. This program is re-
actionary and anti-socialist. In world politics the SP-SDF supports
U.S5. 1mperialism and 1ts basic policles. In American politics the
SP=-8DF supports the labor bureaucracy and its alliance with the
Democratic Party.

Genuine democratic soclalism has nothing in common with these
policies. On the contrary, the soclalist movement can be built
only by political struggle against the class-collaborationist and
pro-imperialist politics of the social democracy.

If the YSL unites with the SP-SDF i1t will be abandoning this
struggle -- as 1s ‘already shown by the refusal of the YSL national
leadership to ceriticize the SP-SDF in public, and by the refusal of
this national leadership to attempt to recruit members from the
SP-8DF into our organization.

We are members of the YSL because we want to assist in the
formation of a revolutionary democratic socialist youth movement in
the U.S5. We are not sectarians. ™e are willing to unite with all
soclalist-minded youth on the basis of the minimum program of gen-
uine socialism: 1independent political action of the working class
and the oppressed peoples here and everywhere throughout the world,
agalnet both Stalinist and capitalist oppressors.

We consider that the basic question posed by the proposal for
tnlty with the SP-SDF 1s: either to build the YSL on a soclalist
00litical basis or to liguidate the YSL in 1its present form on the
oasls of the anti-socialist politics of the SP-SDF.

We belleve that this 1is a question of such vital importance
that 1t 1s our duty to form a caucus in order to present our views
to the members of the League and to save the socialist youth movc-
ment frcm the politlcal disaster of the YSL liquidating itself in-

We call on all members of the YSL who remain committed to
hullding a real svcisallst youth movement here, in America, and now,
in 1257, to join with us in this undertaking.
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LEFT VING CAUCUS NOW HAS 25 MEMBERSE
10 JOINED IN ONE MONTH}

We wish to weloome into our caucus the ten new signers of the Declar-
ation who are listed below along with the other members of the caucuss ile
feel that this response is indicative of the desire of a large seotion of
the YSL to oontinue to build the YSL. These comrades have faith both in

their own organization and in the future of a militant socialist youth
movement in this country.

We urge all other comrades of the YSL who are considering joining the
caucus to send their names in right away in order to make the next issue of
the BULLETINe Those who are interested in the basis upon which our caucus
is formed are referred to the "YSL Left-Wing Declaration" reprinted in this
issue. (See page 6).

== The Editors

SIGNERS OF THE LEFT-WING DECLARATION

New York Unit:

Tim Wohlforth, NAC, NEC, former member New York Zxec.

Frank MoGowan, Minority Representative on New York Exec.
Columbia Fraction

Danny Freeman, Columbia Fraction

Bhﬂlf!’ﬂ" G,

Martha \lohlforth, former member lNew York Exeo.

Chiocago Unit:

Seott Arden, NGEC Alternate, former YSL National Seoretary
John \iorth

Margaret Collins

Dayton Area Unit:

Shane Mage, INEC

Judy Mage, NEC Alternate
Herschel Kaminsky

John Le

(Continued on Following Page)
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Berkeley Young Socialist Club, YSL:

James M. Robertson, Chairman, former NEC member
Roger Plumb

Dave Carleton

Stan Larssen

A. Thorstein

Jerry Friedman

B, Gibetsky

Marion Syrek, Jr.*

Gorard Abel*+

At Larga:

Paula Bram
Harold Brom=s*

* "After reading the YSL Left=-iiing Declaration and the first LEFT WING
BULLETIN, end especially after Comrade Shachtmai's recent visit to this
area, I find that I am in full agreement with the Left-iiing position
and wish to join the Left-uLing Caucus, and therefore wish to be recorded
as a signer of the Left-iing Declaration." == Marion Syrek, Jre, March
12, 1957.

*# "Aftor listening to Comrade Shachtman speak this evening on 'Socialist
Regroupment', I wish to declarc my support to the YSL Left-.ing Cauous

and be recorded as a signer of the Left-liing Declaration." == Gerard 4bsl,
March 8, 1957

**% For statement of Paula Bram and Harold Bram sse page 9.

JOIN THE LEFT WING CAUCUS!i}

BUILD THE YSLi}
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* EDITORIAL NOTE: The following letter is a statement of grounds
for joining the Left-Wing Caucus.

Feb, 27, 1957
Dear Tim,

We must admit to considerable vascillation while reading the
left-wing bulletin, particularly on the idea of "winning over the
SP-SDF left wing." Such a struggle does not enhance or bring clos-
er the prospect of unity any more than would an appeal of theirs to
us to leave the YSL and join their organization. It is this pro-
posal along with the "unite against unity" appeal of the declara-
tion which prompted my last letter to you in which I stated that
"I do noct feel that unity with the SP-SDF 1s capitulation to capit-
alism or eclass-collaborationist". That is, I qualified it by say-
ing if the left wing of the SP-SDF together with the YSL and ISL
formed a strong left-wing caucus within the united organization,
publishing a minority organ (of whatever name), and have due rep-
resentation and voice as a minority and looking toward the day
when this left wing might speak as a majority.

This is the kind of unity we want. 'Ye want it with the SP-SDF,
with the Dissent group, with the Cochranites, with the stalinoids,
stalinos, socialoids and soclalos. However, after reading a report
of the Shachtman-Haskell debate, we begin to see that this is pre-
cisely the kind of unity we are not about to get under the leader-
ship of Shachtman, Martin, l, And, we do not propose abandon-
ing the YSL to the Martins (if they want to join the SP-SDF, by all
means let them do so.) We do propose broadening the left-wing
caucus to include those of us who want unity with, rather than mem-
berghip in, the SP-SDF, as one step in a broad socialist regroup-
ment,

We repeat our previous letter: the function of the left wing
of the SP-SDF, the ISL, YSL, etc., in such a unified organization
is the formation of a strong left-wing caucus within that unified
organization with: 1) The right to publish an organ for the ex-
pression of its view, 2) representation on the NEC, 3) the right to
express its view outside of the organization as long as it is clear
that t{his view is a minority view, and 4) the right to discuss withy
and influence, others, looking toward the time when it might con-
ceivably become a majority. It is because we look forward to this
kind of unity and growth in the socialist movement rather than the

dissolution of the movement, that we both add our names to the
Left-Wing Declaration.

Paula and Harold Bram

(Tim, include this letter in the next LWB). As soon as we get

straightened out financially, we will do what we can to help meet
the costs,
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W GN | TION
By Danny Freeman

I would first like to state clearly and unequivocally my
belief in the politics and perspectives of the ¥YSL. This
means that I wish to continue to bulld the ¥YSL on the basis
of its existence (as stated in the Declaration) as an "ind=
ependent organization of revolutionary youth." The future
of the YSL as a serious political organization can be maintained
only on the political basis of genuine democratic socialist prin-
ciples which as stated in the Declaration can hardly be called
sectarian: "Independent political action of the working class
and the oppressed peoples here and everywhere throughout the
world against both Stalinist and capitalist oppressors," This
political tradition is clearly and emphatically expressed in
the Resolution on War, adopted three years ago by the founding
convention of the YSL (YSR Vol. 1, No. 1, May, 1954). Parts of
this document are particularly worth quoting:

"The YSL is an internationalist third camp, anti-war
socialist organization, It 1ldentifies with the revolution-
ary antli-war traditions of socialism =- that is, with
those socialists who, remaining true to their traditions
and class interests, opposed the two imperialist wars,

"It is however meaningless to express opposition to
war without at the same time opposing and organizing against
the system which breeds war. The struggle against war
therefore goes hand in hand with the struggle against

capitalism and Stalinism, and exploitative sociel systems
in general.

"The first duty of the socialists living under Stalin-
ist domination is to oppose the war preparations of their
ruling class; our first job is to oppose the war preparations
of our ruling class.,

"We raise the internationalist slogan: AGAINST BOTH
IMPLRIALIST CALPS!

"To raise the slogan of 'critical support'! or to talk
of soft pedalling the class struggle toward either of the
imperialist camps is to capitulate to the polities of that
camp, since it is the ruling classes of the two camps who
will determine the basis and the condition under which
such a war could be fought.

"Socialists who today give support to the war prep=-
arations of either of the two camps == or to the political,
economic and ideological preparations for such a war ==
are betreying socialism.



"To fight effectively against such a war we must
redouble our efforts to make the working class conscious
of its interests, since only the intervention of the
working class and the colonial peoples on the political
scene as an independent factor can stave off the Third
World War.

"QUR IMVEDIATE ENEMY IS OUR OWN RULING CLASS!

"AGAINST BOTH IMPERIALIST CAMPs; FOR THE THIRD
CAMP OF THE WORKERS AND OPPRESSED COLONIAL PEOPLES."

Tn1S document expresses the basic revolutionary third camp
polities on which our organization is founded.

Regardless of the question of the imminence of another (and
final) imperialist war (there does exist some possibility in
the near future of a Korea-type police action) the world site
uation of 1954 continues: two counter-revolutionary imperialist
blocs compete against each other for world domination, willing
to cooperate ("peaceful coexistence") if threatened by their
main enemy, the working class and the colonial people through-
out the world, Ve are in the “epoch of imperialist decay" in
which the Stalinist bureaucracy feeds on the class conflicts
engendered by capitalist society, in order to maintain and
furhter its privileged position as a bureaucratic class.
Nothing has changed since 1954 to al ter our characterization
of this period or our revolutionary third camp position which
follows from it.

The Left=VWing Caucus declares that it is apprehensive that
the present "unity" perspective of the majority comrades involves
a subordination of the political principles of the YSL in order
to enter the SP-SDF, on a "noneprogrammatic" basis. The caucus
as a whole, including myself, is said to be a sectarian and
Cannonite tendency. This abuse we receive for opposing an
entry into the SP=SDF (not a unity based on our political
principles) -- the SP-SDF which is, next to the SLP, most
sectarian tendency calling itself "socialist" and which,
while calling for "eritical" support of "our" imperialist
government, actually supports the concrete programs on which
Lmerican imperialism rests.

Comrade Shachtman was obviously correct when he said in a
New York speech before the YSL that you can't unit with the SP=-
SDF on a political basis. Comrade Draper was correct when he
stated at an ISL forum that after all, Shachtman is not proposing
"unity". After all, unity of political organizations can only
be on a programmatic basis. Ve can "enter" the SP-SDF (perhaps)
but we can't merge or unite with it because the majority of its
members =- and especially the leadership -- is opposed to our
Third Camp program,

The position that we desire regroupment with the SP=-SDF,
but on some sort of meaningful political basis, does not seem
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tenable. The holders of this position are in a contradictory
position, since practically speaking, the only way to "regroup"
with the SP-SDF is without discussing program; and this tendency
is, I believe rightly so, opposed to this course. As for my-
self, I em willing to unite with the SP-SDF, not when it has
adopted my complete political program and theoretical oriente
ation, but when it ceases to allow support to capitdist
electoral candidates, when it opposes the Marshall Plan

and other programs o% that sort which attempt to defend the
“"free world," when it opposes the French SP and ceases to
consider Mollet a comrade (just as we do not consider Foster

a comrade), when it generally renounces its support of the State
Department, Then and only then am I willing to unite, without
considering the SP-SDF's stand on the Russian revnlution or

its present incapability of working in the labor movement in
opposition to the labor bureaucracy. Under these conditions

we could be sure that there was some political basis for uni%y,
even if we were not sure whether the move as a tactic would re-
invigorate the socialist movement and help bring about a labor
party. I myself and all the YSL comrades, to the extent of my
knowledge, consider the labor party to be the most possible
development of the working class in the near future.

I do not believe that the formation of a labor party means
that a revolutionary tendency or force (which will function in
the labor party if it is formed) is any alternative. Rather
the development of this force as a force supporting the ind-
ependent action of the international working class against
the opponents, capitalist and Stalinist, of the working class,
1s as imper:tive now as it will be once a labor party is formed,

I said before that the proposed "unity" with the SP=-SDF
is not considered to be programmatic. Since it cannot be
programmatic. GSince it cannot be programmatic, and cannot
be a unity, it would have to involve an entry which is not
based on any political agreement, but the political meaning
of which is a programmatic and organizational victory for the
current politics of the SP=-SDF. These politics, objectively,
despite socialist labels and declarations, support the /imerican
ruling class and its imperialist politics and despite itself,
strengthen the Stalinist bureaucracy (however indirectly).
Our first consideration must remain:

"OUR IMMEDIATE ENEMY IS OUR OWN RULING CLASS!

"AGAINST BOTH IMPERIALIST CAMPS, FOR THE THIRD CA{P OF
THE WORKERS AND OPPRESSED COLONIAL PEOPLES,"



AN OPEN LETTSR TO MIKS HARRINGTON

Maroh L, 1957
Dear Comrades

Your artiole "On the 'Left-ijing' in the YSL" raises the most serious
possible charges against the Left-iiing Cauous of the YSL, and two of its
leading organizers.* Your first paragraph states that "iith the formation
of the 'Left Wing Cauous', the YSL is confronted with an organized, seot-
arian tendenoys But more than that, the polities of this grouping are not
those of an ordinary loyal faction: rather, thoy lead in the direction of
o split toward the Camnonites." (¥SR, Vol. 3, No. L4, pe 2)« The cauous

reprosonts the tendency toward a split and amalgemation with the
Cannonites." (Iden.)

The artiole is studded with similaer referencos. "The scotarians are,
on every praotical point, for a narrow, tight Si/P=oriented socialist re-
groupments" (Ibide, pe 7)e "The loading comrades of the scotarian tendency
have Cannonite polities on almost every mejor political questions" (Idem)e
"The sectarians are without perspoctivo = except that of building a seotare
lan movement with tho SWP; as a result, their politiocs lead toward a

split." (Idem).

You disouss the 'theory' upon which the politios of the caucus are
based in the same terms. "The comrades of the 'left-liing' bulletin," you
Write == reflerring spooifiocally to a signed artiocle by Comrado Shane,

"havo see put forth as their fundamantaﬁ corcaption** a set of views on
tho application of the theory of 'combined and unoven developmerte'" (Ibide,
Pe 2)3 "ees those comrades not only assort their 'laws' and attoempt to
imposc thom upon reality, ees thoy Herive tho tactios of the moveoment from
thom as wolle" (Ibide, pe 3); "sinoo Comrade Shanc, and tho 'left-wing',"
do not hold a position "of reaching the Amorican working olass"; " thoy

want to form a tight organization"; "thnz disdain laying out a porspoc=
tivos" (pe 6), ctos

You oitec abvolutely no source for your charactorization of tho Loft-
Wing Caucus cxcopt your own undooumerted opinion (on "Cannonito", "split",
"not" a "loyal faction", ctos, and throe paragraphs out of the signod
article by Comrade Shanc on "Lossons of tho Rocent NEC Mooting."

Now Mike, is it ncoessary for you to be dishonost? The Editorial
Statoment of tho LEFT WING BULLETIN (Vole 1, Nos 1, pe 2) oloarly statos:
"The matorial in this issuc and in all subsoquent issucs represonts the
vicws of the Loft-iiing Caucus if it is merked as an oditoricl statomonts
Otherwisc it roproscnts tho viow of _the author."

* 1t should bo olcarly understood that in this lottor wo tako no position
on theorctical quostions, but deal cxoclusively with tho question of the
programnatic basc of tho tondonoy, ard your analysis of it.

** Emphasis ours, horc ard in suceceding portions, unloss othorwisc
spooificda.
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You pointedly ignore the "YSL Left=uing Declaration", although you
oannot possibly bo unawarc that it is thc only statoment of polioy of tho
ooucus as a wholec which appeoars in tho Bullotin. Tho cauous, acting deme-
ooratically, will undoubtedly adopt furthor "official" points of viow, and
thosc will ccrtainly be proscnted to the YSL as a whole. In the moantimo,
howover, ploasc don't troublec yoursclf to formulate our views == or if you
do, don't prosent your formulations as our viows. T

The somo applics to our "loadors." Vo rosecrve the right to clcet our
own leadors and spokosmor, ard oonsider it an outragoous prosumption for
you to appoint the m for us == as you blardly oxpound "dogma" throughout
your artiocle,

Miko, tho soolalist movomont has suffored long onough from the scetar=
ian vioces of slandor and dishonestye. You know damn well that if the cauous
inoludos (and you haven't ostablished it, by any means) individuals moving
in the dirootion of the "Dogeneratc Workors' Stato" theory, it certainly
inoludes momhors with such divorgont viows as "Stato Copitalism” or
"Burcaucrotic Collcotivism,"

You further know (if from no othor sourcc than tho rcports Conrade
Dobbic olaims she hos mado) that not one mombor of the eaucus in Chicapgo is
"sympathotic" to the SWP, in tho mannor that you represent.

Dospite tho faet that you know thosc things, no roader of your article
oould bo awarc of the faots of the cascs Porhaps, from your factional
point of view, you cousider it desirable to "forgot" facts which mako your
position cmbarrassing. And it eorteinly ﬁould‘EE_“uunvanient“ for you to
tic the Rod Herring == SWPism == around the neck of the caucus, in place of
dealing with its political vicws as thecso arc actually oxprossed. (Or is
'recalism' too 'real', when it comes to hatohot-work?) You will forgive us
if wo brand your taotios as thoy aro =~ slanderous and dishonestl

Conoluding, wo domard that you producc dooumertation for overy charge,
or issuo an immediato public rotraoction.

John Worth

Soott Arden

Margaret Collins
Chieago

(In addition to national oiroulation of tho contents of this lottor in its
prosont form, the lotter will be published, in reply to Harrington, in
both the LEFT WENG BULLETIN and YSR, in thc immodiatcly succceding issuoss)
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